Multiplex polymerase chain reaction assay for simultaneous detection of black-pigmented Prevotella species in oral specimens.
Prevotella species are a major component of the oral microflora and some have been implicated in various forms of periodontal disease. Despite the importance of understanding the prevalence of these organisms in the oral microflora, no rapid, simultaneous detection system for these species has been reported. This study developed a multiplex polymerase chain reaction assay for the simultaneous detection of four oral black-pigmented Prevotella species in various oral specimens. This assay will be useful for determining the prevalence of these organisms in the oral ecosystem. Furthermore, this assay system should prove a useful tool for analyzing the role of black-pigmented Prevotella species in the mouth.